
The outdoor environment:

How can our children learn to 
care about their futures?



Introduction
͚&Žƌ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŵŽƌĞ 
ĂďƐƚƌĂĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͘�/ŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ͕�
ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ǁĂƚĐŚ͕�ƚŽ� 
ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞ͕�ƚŽ�ǁĞĂƌ�ʹƚŽ�ŝŐŶŽƌĞ͛͘  
Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods.

 
tŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�dƌƵƐƚ Ɛ͛�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�
EĂƚƵƌĂů��ŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ, starts. 

2012 was the year that we were no longer 
able to avoid the subject of EĂƚƵƌĞ��ĞĮĐŝƚ�
�ŝƐŽƌĚĞƌ͘ ��/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĐŽŶƐĐŝŽƵƐŶĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞīĞĐƚ�
that changing lifestyles have had on our 
ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�Ͳ�ƚŚĞ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�͚ƐƚĂƌǀŝŶŐ͛�
ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�
on their health, wellbeing and learning ability.

dŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ďǇ�dŚĞ�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ��ƐĐĂƉĞ, 
ƐĞĞŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�
the environment of learning within natural, 
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��

 
It seeks to discuss the following and make 
ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�
�ĂƌůǇ�zĞĂƌƐ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͗

1. The current situation�Ͳ�tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
EĂƚƵƌĞ��ĞĮĐŝƚ��ŝƐŽƌĚĞƌ͍��tŚĂƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŝƚ�
mean for our children, society and the 
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͍

2. So, what’s stopping us – Common 
barriers to change.

3. What do schools think 
about outdoor learning and 
environmental citizenship? Results 
of a survey conducted by dŚĞ�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
�ƐĐĂƉĞ͘

4. What can we do to ensure the 
World looks different in 30 years’ 
time – Promoting Environmental 
Citizenship.  The role direct nature 
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŶ�ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĂƫƚƵĚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ�
and using the outdoor environment 
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͕�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
to learn about sustainability and 
environmental issues

dŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉůŝĐĂƚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�
released in the EĂƚƵƌĂů��ŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�
ďƵƚ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�ŽŶ�ŝƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ǀŝĞǁ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ�
ĂŶƐǁĞƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�͚,Žǁ�ĐĂŶ�ŽƵƌ�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞƐ͍͛� 
/ƚƐ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�
ƉůĂǇƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ�ŽĨ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�
ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ͘

dŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŝƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�
learning resources, available for download 
from ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƚŚĞůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĞƐĐĂƉĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬ
ƚŚĞͲŽƵƚĚŽŽƌͲĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ
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1. The current situation

 The EĂƚƵƌĂů��ŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĚƌĞǁ�
together a number of studies that 
illustrated the alarming state that our 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŶŽǁ�ĮŶĚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ŝŶ͘��dŚĞǇ�
ĂƌĞ�ƐƵŵŵĂƌŝǌĞĚ�ŚĞƌĞ͗

ͻ� ^ƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ�ĐŽŶĮƌŵ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚ�
ƉĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͛Ɛ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ůĂƌŐĞůǇ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶͲďĂƐĞĚ�ůŝĨĞƐƚǇůĞ͗

o KŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ͕��ƌŝƚĂŝŶ Ɛ͛�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
watch more than 17 hours of 
ƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ�Ă�ǁĞĞŬ͗�ƚŚĂƚ Ɛ͛�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�
ƚǁŽͲĂŶĚͲĂͲŚĂůĨ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�ƉĞƌ�ĚĂǇ͕ �
every single day of the year. 
�ĞƐƉŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĂů�ĂƩƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƵƉ�ďǇ�ϭϮй�
since 20071.

o� �ƌŝƟƐŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�
ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϮϬ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�
a week online, mostly on social 
networking sites2.

o As children grow older, their 
͚ĞůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐ�ĂĚĚŝĐƟŽŶƐ͛�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ͘�
�ƌŝƚĂŝŶ Ɛ͛�ϭϭʹϭϱͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�
about half their waking lives 
ŝŶ�ĨƌŽŶƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐĐƌĞĞŶ͗�ϳ͘ϱ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�
Ă�ĚĂǇ͕ �ĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŽĨ�ϰϬй�ŝŶ�Ă�
decade3.

o� /ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�

 ͚dŚĞ�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ŽĨ�ǀŝƌƚƵĂů͕�ĂƐ�
ŽƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂůŝƚǇͲďĂƐĞĚ͕�ƉůĂǇ�
ŝƐ͕�ŶŽƚ�ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐůǇ͕�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�
ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ŽŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
ůŝǀĞƐ͖�ŝŶĚĞĞĚ͕�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�
͚ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƟŶĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͛͛4͘

ͻ� ,ĂǀŝŶŐ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�͚ĨƌĞĞ�ƟŵĞ͛ 
ůŝĨĞƐƚǇůĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ǁĞŶƚ�
ŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĂƚ͗�

  ͚/Ŷ�Ă�ƐŝŶŐůĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƐŝŶĐĞ��  
� ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϳϬƐ͕�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�͚ƌĂĚŝƵƐ�ŽĨ 
� ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͛�ʹ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ 
� ŚŽŵĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ 
� ƌŽĂŵ�ƵŶƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐĞĚ�ʹ�ŚĂƐ�ĚĞĐůŝŶĞĚ 
� ďǇ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϵϬй5͘�/Ŷ�ϭϵϳϭ͕�ϴϬй�ŽĨ 
� ƐĞǀĞŶͲ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŝŐŚƚͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐ�ǁĂůŬĞĚ 
� ƚŽ�Ɛ�ĐŚŽŽů͕�ŽŌĞŶ�ĂůŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ 
� ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞĂƐ�ƚǁŽ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ 
� ĨĞǁĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭϬй�ĚŝĚ�ƐŽ�ʹ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�Ăůů 
� ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ6͛͘

ͻ� /Ĩ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŽĚĂǇ Ɛ͛�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�
even allowed down the street by 
themselves, the chances of them 
ĞǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĂƌĞ�ĞǀĞŶ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞ͕�ĂƐ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�
has shown:

o Fewer than a quarter of 
children regularly use their 
ůŽĐĂů�͚ƉĂƚĐŚ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕͛ �
ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŽǀĞƌ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�
all adults when they were 
children7.

o Fewer than one in ten children 
ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƉůĂǇ�ŝŶ�ǁŝůĚ�ƉůĂĐĞƐ͖�
ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ŚĂůĨ�Ă�
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŐŽ8. 

o� �ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ƐŽ�ůŝƩůĞ�
ƟŵĞ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�
unfamiliar with one of our 
commonest wild creatures. 
�ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ϮϬϬϴ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�
Trust survey, one in three could 
ŶŽƚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�Ă�ŵĂŐƉŝĞ͖�ŚĂůĨ�
ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƚĞůů�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�Ă�ďĞĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ǁĂƐƉ͖�ǇĞƚ�
nine out of ten could recognise 
a Dalek9. 
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^Ž͕�ǁŚĂƚ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ�ƐŚŝŌ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�
ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͍�

ͻ Around three in ten children in 
�ŶŐůĂŶĚ�ĂŐĞĚ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚǁŽ�ĂŶĚ�ϭϱ�ĂƌĞ�
either overweight or obese10. 

ͻ� dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƌƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐŝĮĞĚ�ĂƐ�ŽďĞƐĞ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϵϵϱ�ƚŽ�
ϮϬϬϴ͗�ƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϭй�ƚŽ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϭϳй�ŝŶ�
ďŽǇƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϮй�ƚŽ�ϭϱй�ŝŶ�ŐŝƌůƐ11. 

ͻ� /Ĩ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƚƌĞŶĚƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͕�ďǇ�ϮϬϱϬ�
more than half of all adults and a 
quarter of all children will be obese12. 

ͻ� KƚŚĞƌ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ǀŝƚĂŵŝŶ���ĚĞĮĐŝĞŶĐǇ͕ �
leading to a major rise in the childhood 
disease rickets13͖�ƐŚŽƌƚƐŝŐŚƚĞĚŶĞƐƐ14͖�
and asthmaϭϱ. 

ͻ� dŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�
ŝŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�
ƚĂƐŬƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƐŝƚͲƵƉƐ͕�ƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ�͚Ă�
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǁĞĂŬůŝŶŐƐ͛16͖�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�
ĚĞĐůŝŶĞ�ŝŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ĐĂƌĚŝŽƌĞƐƉŝƌĂƚŽƌǇ�
;ŚĞĂƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ůƵŶŐͿ�ĮƚŶĞƐƐ͕�ŽĨ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϭϬй�
in just one decade17. 

�Ƶƚ�ŝƚ�ŐŽĞƐ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�
ĞīĞĐƚƐ͗
 

ͻ One in ten children aged between 
ĮǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ϭϲ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ĐůŝŶŝĐĂůůǇ�ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐĞĚ�
mental health disorder18.

ͻ� KŶĞ�ŝŶ�ϭϮ�ĂĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞůĨͲ
harming19. 

ͻ� �ďŽƵƚ�ϯϱ͕ϬϬϬ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŝŶ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�
ďĞŝŶŐ�ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�ĂŶƟͲĚĞƉƌĞƐƐĂŶƚƐ20.

�ůů�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ͕�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚ͕�
ĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƟŵĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘

/Ŷ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕ �ĐŚŝůĚ�ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝƐƚ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ�
dĂŶǇĂ��ǇƌŽŶ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƌŝƐŬͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�
understanding:

� ͞dŚĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƉůĂǇ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��  
� ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ƚŽ�ĐŽƉĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐŬƐ�ĂŶĚ� 
� ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŝůů�ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĨĂĐĞ�ĂƐ 
� ĂĚƵůƚƐ͙�EŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ĐĂŶ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ 
� ŐĂŝŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ 
� ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ŶĞǁ 
� ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉĞŶ͘͟ Ϯϭ

dŚĞ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�ĞīĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ůŝĨĞƐƚǇůĞ�ƐŚŝŌ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�EĂƚƵƌĞ�
�ĞĮĐŝƚ��ŝƐŽƌĚĞƌ.

However, this KƵƚĚŽŽƌ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�
is interested to take the theme further by 
ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
EĂƚƵƌĞ��ĞĮĐŝƚ��ŝƐŽƌĚĞƌ�will have on our 
environmental understanding and sustainable 
behaviour.

dŝŵ�'ŝůů͕�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�h< Ɛ͛�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�
ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂƚŽƌƐ�ŽŶ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ͕�ĞǆƉĂŶĚƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ͗�

� ͞EĂƚƵƌĂů�ƉůĂĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŝŶŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ͕�� 
� ƐƟŵƵůĂƟŶŐ͕�ůŝĨĞͲĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚƐ� 
� ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĐĂŶ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�ŶĞǁ�ĚĞƉƚŚƐ 
� ŽĨ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞŝƌ 
� ĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ 
� ǁŽƌůĚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞŵ͘22͟

In short, increased contact with nature 
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ůĞĂƌŶ͕�ďŽƚŚ�
formally and informally. Outdoor learning 
ŐŝǀĞƐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ͕�
ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐ�
their understanding23.
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dŚĞ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐŚŝůĚ�
ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝƐƚ��ƌŝĐ�^ŝŐŵĂŶ�ĐĂůůƐ�ƚŚĞ�͚ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƐŝĚĞ�
ĞīĞĐƚ͛, is considerable. He found that 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĞǆƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ƐĐŽƌĞĚ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ŽŶ�
ĐŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞůĨͲĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĞ͖�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ͕�ƌĞĂƐŽŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶĂů�
ƐŬŝůůƐ͖�ĚŝĚ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ͕�ŵĂƚŚƐ͕�
ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͖�ǁĞƌĞ�ďĞƩĞƌ�Ăƚ�
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚĞĂŵƐ͖�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�
behaviour overall24.

�Ƶƚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ͕�Žƌ�ůĞĂƌŶ�
ďĞƩĞƌ͕ �ǁŚĞŶ�ĨƌĞĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĞƐŬƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ĂůƐŽ�
ůĞĂƌŶ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͕�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�
ŝŶ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ǁĂǇƐ͗

ͻ� �ŽŐŶŝƟǀĞ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ�;ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�
and understanding)

ͻ� �īĞĐƟǀĞ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ�;ĂƫƚƵĚĞƐ͕�ǀĂůƵĞƐ͕�
ďĞůŝĞĨƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞůĨͲƉĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶƐͿ

ͻ� /ŶƚĞƌƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�^ŽĐŝĂů�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ�
;ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͕�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�
teamwork)

ͻ� WŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĂŶĚ��ĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌĂů�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ�
;ĮƚŶĞƐƐ͕�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�
ĂĐƟŽŶƐϮϱ.

In his 2008 study with the University of 
Michigan, R. H. Matsuoka examined the 
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ǀŝĞǁƐ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚ�
school students’ academic achievement and 
ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ͘ �dŽ�ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ͕�ŚĞ�
ŝŶǀĞŶƚŽƌŝĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ϭϬϭ�ŚŝŐŚ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĐĂŵƉƵƐĞƐ�ŝŶ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĂƐƚĞƌŶ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ�
and assessed student access to these features 
ǀŝĂ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�
;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ǁŝŶĚŽǁ�ƐŝǌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�
eat lunch outdoors). Matsuoka also gathered 
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͛Ɛ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
academic achievement and conduct (e.g., 
ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŵĞƌŝƚ�ĂǁĂƌĚ�ǁŝŶŶĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞƐͿ͘�/Ŷ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ͕�ŚĞ�
found that schools with larger windows and 
more views of natural elements had students 
ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚŝǌĞĚ�ƚĞƐƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͕�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�
ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�

ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚ�ĐŽůůĞŐĞ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�
ĂƐ�ĨĞǁĞƌ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂů�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ͘ �,Ğ�
also found that schools that allowed students 
ƚŽ�ĞĂƚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�Žƌ�Žī�ĐĂŵƉƵƐ�ŚĂĚ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ƚĞƐƚ�
ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚ�ĐŽůůĞŐĞ͘�/Ŷ�ĞǆĂŵŝŶŝŶŐ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͕�DĂƚƐƵŽŬĂ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚƌĞĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚƌƵďƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�
ĐůŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�
ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ26. 

/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�
ĂůƐŽ�ĞŶĂďůĞƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝƚĂů�
ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĂŶĚ�
ǁŚĂƚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂůŝƐƚƐ�ĐĂůů�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛� 
͚ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ͕ �ŚŝĚĚĞŶ͕�ĂīĞĐƟǀĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͛27.

/Ŷ�ϮϬϭϭ͕�Ă�ĐƌŽƐƐͲĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĞƚŚŶŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�
ďǇ�hE/��&͕ �ĐŽŵƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h<͕�
^ƉĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�^ǁĞĚĞŶ͕�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ƚƌĂƉƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐǇĐůĞ�ŽĨ�
͚ĐŽŵƉƵůƐŝǀĞ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌŝƐŵ͛28.

�Ɛ�^ƵĞ�WĂůŵĞƌ͕ �ĂƵƚŚŽƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ�dŽǆŝĐ�
Childhood29, commented: 

 ͞tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂůůǇ��
� ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ďŽƌŶ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ��
� ŽŶĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ�ŝƐ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�� �
� ƐƚƵī͟ϯϬ͘

dŚŝƐ�͚ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌŝƐƚ͛�ĞƚŚŽƐ�ŝƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌƉŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�
ƐŽĐŝĞƟĞƐ�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ůĞĂƌŶƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂŶ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĂŐĞ͘��/ƚ�
ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�
assess risk, understand the environmental 
ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĨĂĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ͕�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ �
ŝƚ�ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
͚ƌĞĂĐŚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŐŽĂůƐ͛�ĂƐ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ͘��dŚĞ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�
London and UK riots in the summer of 2011 
ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂů�ĞīĞĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘�

We can observe strong evidence that even 
the lightest contact with nature makes for 
ƐƚƌŽŶŐĞƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͖�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŚŽǁŶ�
that even in cases where the only variable 
ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ǁŝŶĚŽǁ͕�
incidences of crime are reduced by as much as 
ϱϬй31.
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&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵ��ƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ32, we are 
ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĞ�
ĚĞƉĞŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ�
ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ͘��/Ŷ�ƐŚŽƌƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�
between sustaining an environmentally sound 
world and future economic and commercial 
success.

For all the logical economic arguments for our 
ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�
ŽƵƌ�ƚǁŽͲǁĂǇ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�
ǁŽƌůĚ�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ǁĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ăƚ�
Ă�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĂŐĞ͘��dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƌƚůǇ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ�
ǁŚŽ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ƚŽ�
ďĞ�ŵŽƟǀĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕�ĂƐ�
�ƌ�tŝůůŝĂŵ��ŝƌĚ�ŶŽƚĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�Z^W�͗�

� ͞dŚĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ� 
� ƚŽ�ďĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ϭϮ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘��ĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂŐĞ� 
� ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌŵƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝŶ 
� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ǁŝůĚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐůǇ 
� ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ 
� ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͟33͘

�Ƶƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƉĂƌƚůǇ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ͕�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ŚĂƌŶĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�
ĞĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ŽƵƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ�ʹ�ĨŽƌ�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�
�ƌŝƟƐŚ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŚŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂůŝƐƚƐ͕�ďŽƚŚ�
ĂŵĂƚĞƵƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů͘

No other country in the world has such a 
ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�͚ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ͕͛ �ĂĚĚŝŶŐ�
hugely to our knowledge and understanding 
of our natural heritage, and enabling us to 
safeguard it for the future34.

dŚĞ�ǀĂƐƚ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ĂƐ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƌĞĂ͕�ŝŶ͕�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕��dK�ƐƵƌǀĞǇƐ͕�
ĂƌĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϰϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽůĚ͖�ŵŽƐƚ�ĂƌĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�
60ϯϱ͘���Ɛ�ƟŵĞ�ŐŽĞƐ�ďǇ͕ �ǁĞ�ůŽŽŬ�ŝŶ�ǀĂŝŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŽƌƐ͘��zŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƟůů�ƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ�
ďŝŽůŽŐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǌŽŽůŽŐǇ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�
Ă�ŬĞĞŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͖�ďƵƚ�
according to ecologist Roger Key, few have 
ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů͕�ŚĂŶĚƐͲŽŶ�ĮĞůĚ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌĞĚĞĐĞƐƐŽƌƐ36.  Indeed, a study by Anne 
�ĞďďŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵŽƐƚ��ͲůĞǀĞů�ďŝŽůŽŐǇ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�
ǁŝůĚ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ37.

/Ŷ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�EĂƚƵƌĂů��ŶŐůĂŶĚ͕�
Key demonstrated that the decline in young 
ƉĞŽƉůĞ Ɛ͛�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ŝƐ�Ăƚ�Ăůů�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ůĞǀĞůƐ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚŽ�
ƉŽƐƚŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͘��

/Ĩ�ǁĞ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ďĞƩĞƌ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ʹ�
ĨŽƌ�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂůŝŬĞ�ʹ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ďůŽĐŬ͘�
As Richard Louv concludes: 

� ͞/Ĩ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǀĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐŵ��
� ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕�ǁĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĂǀĞ� 
� ĂŶ�ĞŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĞĚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ͗�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ŝŶ�� �
� ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͟ϯϴ͘

 

� ͚/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ďŽƌŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶŚĞƌĞŶƚ� 
� ůŽǀĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͙�ďƵƚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞ� 
� ƐƚŽƉ�ůĞƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ͕�ĂŶĚ� 
� ǁĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ůŽǀĞ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ��ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ

 <ĂƚĞ�DĂĐƌĂĞ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ��ŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�� �
 Teacher39

dŚĞ�ǁĞŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽĨ�
ŐĞƫŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�



have seen, overwhelming.  The consensus 
ƚŚĂƚ�͚ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ĚŽŶĞ͛�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�
ƌŝŐŚƚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ƐƉĞĐƚƌƵŵ͘��
tĞ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�tŚŝƚĞ�WĂƉĞƌ͕ �
The Natural Choice40, which makes several 
ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĞǆƉůŝĐŝƚůǇ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƌĞĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
natural world, including: 

ͻ� ��ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůŽŝƚ�
͚ŶĂƚƵƌĞ Ɛ͛�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕͛ �ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�
ƌĞůĂƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĂŶĚ�
mental health.

ͻ� ��ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ƉůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͕�ďǇ�ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�͚ƌĞĚ�ƚĂƉĞ͛͘

ͻ� �ƌĞĂƟŶŐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�
to nature, both locally and in the wider 
countryside, in order to allow children 
;ĂŶĚ�ĂĚƵůƚƐͿ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŝƚƐ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘

�ŶĚ�ǇĞƚ�ƐƟůů�ǁĞ�ŚĞĂĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁƌŽŶŐ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘�

2.  So what is  
stopping us?
The many barriers to success may be very 
hard to break down, not least because they 
have become ingrained in our daily lives, as 
ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�>ŽƵǀ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ŽƵƚ͗�

 ͞^ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�Žƌ� 
� ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů�ʹ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ůŝƟŐĂƟŽŶ͕ 
� ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ƚƌĞŶĚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂƌŐŝŶĂůŝƐĞ� 
� ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͖�ƐŽŵĞ�ĂƌĞ 
� ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂů�ʹ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŚĂƉĞĚ͘ 
� KƚŚĞƌ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�Žƌ 
� ĨĂŵŝůŝĂů�ʹ�ƟŵĞ�ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞĂƌ͕ �ĨŽƌ 
� ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͘����ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐ�ŽĨ� 
� ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ� 
� ŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĞƌĞĐƚĞĚ 
� ƚŚĞŵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ĚŽŶĞ�ƐŽ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ� 
� ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐϰϭ͘͟

The main challenge to success is that we need 
ƚŽ�ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽůŝƟĐŝĂŶƐ͕�ũŽƵƌŶĂůŝƐƚƐ�
and legislators, that the way we treat our 
children is – at least in this regard – at best 
ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ăƚ�ǁŽƌƐƚ�ƵƩĞƌůǇ�
wrong.

dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ͕�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ�ĂŶĚ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌ�ƚŽ�Ă�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�͚ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ͛�ƌĞůĂƚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�
ĂŶĚ͕�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕ �ƌŽĂĚ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘��^ƵĐĐĞƐƐŝǀĞ�
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�
would have us believe that the story of 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ƌŽĂĚ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŚĂƐ�
ďĞĞŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƵŶƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘��dŚĞ�
ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ďĞĂƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŽƵƚ�Ͳ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�
of children killed on our roads has fallen 
ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ͕ �ĨƌŽŵ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϳϬϬ�ĚĞĂƚŚƐ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϳϲ�
to just 81 in 200942.

�Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌĂǁ�ĮŐƵƌĞƐ�ĐŽŶĐĞĂů�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�
ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌŽƉ�ŝŶ�ĚĞĂƚŚƐ͗�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶŽǁĂĚĂǇƐ�
children are rarely allowed to venture 
outdoors. 

/Ŷ�ϮϬϬϳ͕�ƚŚĞ��ĂŝůǇ�DĂŝů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐŝŶŐůĞ�
^ŚĞĸĞůĚ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ǁŚŽ�ŶĞĂƚůǇ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�
this43͗�'ƌĞĂƚ�ŐƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌ�'ĞŽƌŐĞ͕�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ƵƉ�
in the 1920s, had almost unlimited freedom as 
ĂŶ�ĞŝŐŚƚͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚ͕�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ǁĂůŬŝŶŐ�Ɛŝǆ�ŵŝůĞƐ�
ƚŽ�ŐŽ�ĮƐŚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ŚŝƐ�ŽǁŶ͘��Ƶƚ�ϴϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ͕ �ŚŝƐ�
ŐƌĞĂƚͲŐƌĂŶĚƐŽŶ��ĚǁĂƌĚ�ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�ŶŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�
freedom: he was taken to and from school by 
car, and was only allowed to roam within a 
radius of 300 yards from his home. 

/ŶĚĞĞĚ͕�DĂǇĞƌ�,ŝůůŵĂŶ Ɛ͛�ƐƚƵĚǇ�KŶĞ�&ĂůƐĞ�
DŽǀĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϳϭ͕�ϴϬй�ŽĨ�ƐĞǀĞŶͲ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞŝŐŚƚͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ͖�ďǇ�ϭϵϵϬ�ŽŶůǇ�ϵй�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ƵŶĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚ44.

Hillman et al concluded that road accidents 
involving children have declined not because 
the roads have become safer, but because 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�ĞǆƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌƐ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ƉŽƐĞ͘
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'ŝǀŝŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�
environments inevitably incurs an element of 
ĚĂŶŐĞƌ͘ ��zĞƚ�ǁĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ƉƵƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ͗�
ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƚŽ�
ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĨĂůůŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ďĞĚ͕�ĂƐ�
from falling out of treesϰϱ.

/ŶĚĞĞĚ�ŝƌŽŶŝĐĂůůǇ͕�ďǇ�ĨĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ�
ƉůĂĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĐŚŝůĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝƐ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ͗

ͻ Every year, one million children aged 
ϭϰ�Žƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ��Θ��ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚƐ͗�
ϯϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐǇŵƉƚŽŵƐ�ŽĨ�ƉŽŝƐŽŶŝŶŐ͕�
ŵŽƐƚůǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐ�ĐůĞĂŶŝŶŐ�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ďƵƌŶƐ�Žƌ�
scalds. 

ͻ Half a million babies and toddlers are 
ŝŶũƵƌĞĚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ͕�ϯϱ͕ϬϬϬ�
from falling down stairs. 

ͻ On average, ten children die each year 
ĨƌŽŵ�ĨĂůůŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ǁŝŶĚŽǁ�Žƌ�Žī�Ă�
ďĂůĐŽŶǇ͕ �ǁŚŝůĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�ĮƌĞƐ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�
half of all fatal accidents to children46.

A 2008 Channel Four documentary, �ŽƩŽŶ�
tŽŽů�<ŝĚƐ47, highlighted the growing tendency 
ĨŽƌ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ŽďƐĞƐƐŝǀĞůǇ�
ŽǀĞƌƉƌŽƚĞĐƟǀĞ͘��KŶĞ�ƉƌĞͲƐĐŚŽŽů�Őŝƌů�ǁĂƐ�
ďŽŵďĂƌĚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚĞƌ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ Ɛ͛�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�
ŚǇƐƚĞƌŝĐĂů�ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌ͖�
a teenage boy was not even allowed to walk 
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƐ�ƐƚŽƉ�ŽŶ�ŚŝƐ�ŽǁŶ͖�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�
mother used a webcam constantly to monitor 
her child at nursery.

Yet ironically, the greatest dangers facing 
�ƌŝƚĂŝŶ Ɛ͛�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽŽĚƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ĮĞůĚƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�
regard as a safe haven: their bedrooms.  

ZĞůĂƟǀĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĐƟŵ�ĐĂƌƌǇ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂƐƚ�
ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ͗�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�Žƌ�ƐƚĞƉͲ
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕�ƵŶĐůĞƐ�Žƌ�͚ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͛͘ ���ǀĞŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�
Ă�ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌ�ŝƐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂůůǇ�
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǀŝĐƟŵ�ǀŝĂ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ�ĐŚĂƚƌŽŽŵƐ͕�
ƉŽƐŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚĞĞŶĂŐĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͘�tŝƚŚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�
ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƵƌ�ϴʹϭϭͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚǁŽ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚƌĞĞ�ϱʹϳͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐ͕�ŶŽǁ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
Internet, more – and younger – children may 
ďĞ�ŝŶĂĚǀĞƌƚĞŶƚůǇ�ƉƵƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ48.

^Ž�ĂƌĞ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶǇ�ƐĂĨĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
bedrooms than if they were out and about 
ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͍��^ƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ͕�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚ�ŶŽƚ͖�ǇĞƚ�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐƵŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
all dangers lie outside the home, and that by 
ŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŝŶĚŽŽƌƐ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ�
ƌĞŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ăůů�ƌŝƐŬ͘��WĞƌƐƵĂĚŝŶŐ�
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂů�ĚĂŶŐĞƌƐ�ŝŶĚŽŽƌƐ͕�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�
to the imaginary ones outside, will be very 
hard to do.

Of course no natural environment is 
ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇ�ĨƌĞĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƌŝƐŬ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ͘ ���Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ƌŝƐŬƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ĨƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂů�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ͗�ďǇ�
gradually learning what is safe and what is 
ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�
ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌƐ͕�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ŽǁŶ�͚ƌŝƐŬ�ƚŚĞƌŵŽƐƚĂƚ͛49.
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tŝƚŚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƵƌ�ϴʹϭϭͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚǁŽ�ŽƵƚ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ϱʹϳͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐ͕�ŶŽǁ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͕�ŵŽƌĞ�ʹ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ�ʹ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�

ŝŶĂĚǀĞƌƚĞŶƚůǇ�ƉƵƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ͘



�ůŝŵďŝŶŐ�Ă�ƚƌĞĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͗�ŝƚ�ŵĂǇ�
ďĞ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƚŽ�Đůŝŵď�ƵƉ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ŵĂǇ�ƚŚĞŶ�
ƌĞĂůŝƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ĚŽǁŶ�ŝƐ�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚƌŝĐŬŝĞƌ͘ �
dŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŚĂƐ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�
lesson about their own limits, and the risks 
ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ͘��Ƶƚ�ŝĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�
ƐŚŝĞůĚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂŶǇ�ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƌŝƐŬǇ�
ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚŽǁ�ǁŝůů�ƚŚĞǇ�ĞǀĞƌ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƐĂĨĞ�ůŝŵŝƚƐ�ĂƌĞ͍

�Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƌĞĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͗�ĮŐƵƌĞƐ�
ŽĨ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͘��dŚĞƐĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ�ǁŚŽ͕�ŽŌĞŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�
ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂƌĞ�ĞƌŽĚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�
freedomϱϬ.

�ŶĚ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ�ƚĂŬĞ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�
balanced view, it only takes a small minority 
to discourage children from engaging with the 
natural world. 

�ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ϮϬϬϴ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ďǇ�WůĂǇ��ŶŐůĂŶĚϱϭ, 
ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐƚŽƉƉĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ĐůŝŵďŝŶŐ�ƚƌĞĞƐ͕�ŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�ĮǀĞ�ďĂŶŶĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƉůĂǇŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶŬĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�
ƚŽůĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ƉůĂǇ�ŐĂŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚĂŐ͘���Ɛ�dŝŵ�'ŝůů�
ŽďƐĞƌǀĞƐ͕�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�
ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�
ĂƌĞ�ŶŽǁ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƌĞůĂďĞůĞĚ�ĂƐ�͚ƚƌŽƵďůŝŶŐ͛�Žƌ�
͚ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ͛ϱϮ.

�ŶĚ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�^ĂĨĞƚǇ�
�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƐĞŶƐŝďůĞ�ƌŝƐŬ͘

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�
allowed to venture outdoors, any who do 
ƐƚĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽǁĚ͘��^Ž�ǁŚĞƌĞĂƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŽŶĐĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͕�
it is increasingly regarded as abnormal and 
delinquent, leading to what Richard Louv has 
called ͚ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ƉůĂǇ͛ϱϯ.

tĞ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ůŽŽŬ�ĨĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�
ŽĨ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ƌĞƉƌŝŵĂŶĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĨĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚƵĐŬƐ͕�ƉŝĐŬŝŶŐ�ĚĂīŽĚŝůƐ�Žƌ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ĚĞŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
woods.  

�Ǉ�ǁĂǇ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ�ϮϬϬϲ͕�ƚŚƌĞĞ�
ϭϮͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ďƵŝůƚ�Ă�ĚĞŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐŚĞƌƌǇ�ƚƌĞĞ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚ͕��E��ƚĞƐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐŬĞĚ�ƵƉ�
ŝŶ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ĐĞůůƐ͕�ĂĐĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽĨ�ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂů�ĚĂŵĂŐĞ͘�
dŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞƉƌŝŵĂŶĚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ͕�
ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŬĞƉƚ�ŽŶ�ĮůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĮǀĞ�
ǇĞĂƌƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ĂĐĐƵƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŽǀĞƌͲƌĞĂĐƟŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ďĂĐŬĞĚ�ƵƉ�
ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŝƌŵĂŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�zŽƵƚŚ�:ƵƐƟĐĞ��ŽĂƌĚ�ĨŽƌ�
�ŶŐůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�tĂůĞƐ͘��Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ĚĞĨĞŶĚĞĚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�
ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ�ĂƐ�͚ĂŶƟͲƐŽĐŝĂů͛�ĂŶĚ�͚ůŽǁͲůĞǀĞů�
ĐƌŝŵĞ͛ϱϰ.

^Ž�ŚŽǁ�ĚŽĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ĚƌŝǀĞŶ�
ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͍

� ͚tŚĂƚ�ǁĞ͛ǀĞ�ĚŽŶĞ�ŝƐ�ǁĞ͛ǀĞ�ƉƵƚ�EĂƚƵƌĞ��  
� ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ʹ�ǁĞ͛ǀĞ�ƉƵƚ�Ă�ĨĞŶĐĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ŝƚ� 
� ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�͚dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�EĂƚƵƌĞ͛�ʹ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ǁŚǇ�ǁĞ ƌ͛Ğ 
� ŶŽǁ�ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͘ ͛� 
 �ƌ�tŝůůŝĂŵ��ŝƌĚ�KƵƚĚŽŽƌ�EĂƟŽŶ�/ŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ

͚dĂŬĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ͕�ůĞĂǀĞ�ŽŶůǇ�
ĨŽŽƚƉƌŝŶƚƐ͙͛  For environmentalists and 
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ŽǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂŶƚƌĂ�
has become the equivalent of one of the Ten 
Commandments. 

�Ƶƚ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĂĚ�ĞǆĂĐƚůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ŽĨ�
ǁŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ͘��/Ĩ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁĂƌĚĞŶƐ�ďĂŶ�ŚĂŶĚƐͲ
ŽŶ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�
ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŶƵƌƚƵƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ďĞ�ƉƵƚ�Žī͘��KŶĞ�
ĞǆƉĞƌƚ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂƚŽƌ͕ �DĂƌƟŶ�DĂƵĚƐůĞǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛��ƵƌĞĂƵ͕�ŚĂƐ�ƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ŚĂŶĚƐͲŽŶ�
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ͗�ƚŽƵĐŚŝŶŐ͕�ƉŝĐŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ďŝƩĞŶ�Žƌ�ƐƚƵŶŐ͊
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dŚĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐĞƚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŽ�
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�
ƟŵĞ͕�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚĂǇ͕�
ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�
ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͘�

�Ɛ�EŝĐŬ��ĂŬĞƌ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ŽƵƚ͗�

� ͞�ǀĞŶ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝƚƐĞůĨ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�Ă 
� ĐŽŵŵŽĚŝƚǇ͘�DĂŶǇ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ 
� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŝƚ�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ 
� ƌĞƐĞƌǀĞ͕�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƉĂŝƌ�ŽĨ�ďŝŶŽĐƵůĂƌƐ͕ 
� Žƌ�ĂƌĞ�ǁĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚůǇ�ĞŶĚŽƌƐĞĚ 
� ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͙�^Ž�ŽŌĞŶ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ĂƐ 
� ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĂǀĞů�ƚŽ�ʹ�ŶŽƚ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ� 
� ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵŵĞƌƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ� 
� ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ƵƉŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů͕� 
� ĞŵŽƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͟55͘

 
dŚŝƐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ĂŶĚ��ĂƌůǇ�zĞĂƌƐ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘���Ǉ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�Ă�
ĚĂǇͲƚŽͲĚĂǇ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�͚ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͛�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�Ă�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞ�
͚ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͕͛ �ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƐĞĞŬ�
ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƟŐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĞƉͲĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƐŽ�ĚƌĂƐƟĐĂůůǇ�
ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘��^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƌůǇ�zĞĂƌƐ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�
learning to teach children about the world 
in which they live, and their role within it.  
dŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�
understand risk and their own limits.  Most 
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ �ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƌƵƌĂů�Žƌ�ŝŶŶĞƌ�ĐŝƚǇ͕ �
ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
children with the chance to learn about the 
environment, the natural world and embed a 
ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘

 
 
/Ŷ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϭϮ�ĂŶ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ǁĂƐ�
ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�dŚĞ�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ��ƐĐĂƉĞ�ƚŽ�
ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ůĞǀĞů�
ŽĨ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�h<�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƌůǇ�zĞĂƌƐ�
ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͘��,ĞĂĚƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�^ĞƫŶŐ�
Managers were emailed a survey for 
ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ͘�KĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ͕�ϯϱй�ǁĞƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƌƵƌĂů�
Žƌ�ǀŝůůĂŐĞ�ƐĞƫŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶĚĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�
ƚŽǁŶ�Žƌ�ŝŶŶĞƌͲĐŝƚǇ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘�dŚĞ�ŚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ�
results are set out below.

dŚĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐĞƚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ͕�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚĂǇ͕ �ƚŚĂƚ�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͘����ƐƚĂŐŐĞƌŝŶŐ�
ϭϰй�ŽĨ�,ĞĂĚƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ͕ �
ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�͚ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ͛͘ ��dŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�
ŐƌŽƵƉ�;ϰϱйͿ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
ϭϭ�ĂŶĚ�Ϯϱй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĂǇ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�
ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�;ϯϯйͿ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�Ϯϱ�ĂŶĚ�ϱϬй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĂǇ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͕�ŽŶ�
ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ͘�/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐ�ƚĂŝů�Žī�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�
ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ZĞĐĞƉƟŽŶ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�<^Ϯ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƐĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ǁĂƐ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϳϱͲϴϬй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚĂǇ�
ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͕�ŝŶ�ZĞĐĞƉƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐ�
ůŝƩůĞ�ĂƐ�ϭϱй�;ŝŶ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĐĂƐĞƐͿ�ďǇ�<^Ϯ͘



dŚŝƐ�ĚƌŽƉ�Žī�ĨƌŽŵ�ZĞĐĞƉƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�<^Ϯ�ǁĂƐ�
ĞĐŚŽĞĚ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐƉůŝƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͕�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�͚ƉůĂǇ�
ƟŵĞ͕͛ �͚ůĞƐƐŽŶ�ƟŵĞ͛�ĂŶĚ�͚ǁĂŝƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͛͘ ��
�ǀĞŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ͕ �ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ��z&^�
ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ϴϬй�ŽĨ�ůĞƐƐŽŶ�ƟŵĞ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�
ǇĞƚ͕�ďǇ�<^Ϯ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ϭϬй�ŽĨ�
ůĞƐƐŽŶ�ƟŵĞ͘

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƐĞƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŶŽ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ϯϱй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚĂǇ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�
ĨŽƌ�ƉůĂǇ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ϭϬй�ĨŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͘��ůĂƌŵŝŶŐůǇ͕ �ϲй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϭϭ�ĂŶĚ�Ϯϱй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�
ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͕�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ͕ �ǁĂŝƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͘

�ĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĂƌĚ͕�ƐƚĂī�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽĨ�ďŽƚŚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
ĨŽƌ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͗�
ĐŽŵďĂƫŶŐ�ďƵůůǇŝŶŐ͖�ĮŐŚƟŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�
ŽďĞƐŝƚǇ͖�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁŝƚŚ���,�͖�
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�^�E͖�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
ŽĨ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͖�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
ƚĞĂŵǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͖�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͖�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͖�
ƉƌŽŵŽƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ďĞƐƚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͘�
/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ �ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�;ŽǀĞƌ�ϴϴйͿ�ĨĞůƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽŵŽƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ďĞƐƚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͕�
using the outdoor learning, was a key area of 
ƵŶĚĞƌƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ͕�ǇĞƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ϯϯй�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟƐĞĚ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�Žƌ�ƐĞƫŶŐ͘

When asked about the outdoor environment 
ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ�
ƚĂƵŐŚƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ƵƐĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚͬĂƌĞĂƐ�ƚĞůůƐ�ƵƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͘�tŚŝůƐƚ�ŝƚ�
ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶůǇ�Ϯϱй�ŚĂĚ�Ă�
ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ĞĐŽͲĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͕�ϰϱй�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƵƐĞ�ĂŶǇ�
form of shelter outside for teaching. Of those 
ƌĞŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ͕�Ă�ƐƚĂŐŐĞƌŝŶŐ�ϰϭй�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ƵƐĞ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉůĂǇŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘�
ϭϭй�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĐĂůůǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�͚ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�
ƚĞĂĐŚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͛͘ �dŚŝƐ�ŚĂƐ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ŝŵƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�
as the research thus far, has shown, for 
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘

It would seem that understanding of outdoor 
ƐƉĂĐĞ�ƉůĂǇƐ�Ă�ďŝŐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ͘��ϭϵй�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�͚ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ͛�ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�
ƐƉĂĐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�Žƌ�ƐĞƫŶŐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�
ϭϭй�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚ�ƐƚĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�
know how much of it they were allowed to 
ƵƐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͘��
EĞĂƌůǇ�ϱϬй�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚ�ĐŝƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
͚ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͛�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�
ƵŶĚĞƌͲƵƐĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ϯϬй�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ�
;ĂŶĚ�ƐƵŝƚĂďůĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐͿ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚĞĚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘�ϰϰй�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ĂŶ�
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵͬĞĐŽͲĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ďƵƚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�
ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĞĚ�ŝƚ͘

The survey then moved on to discuss 
ƚŚĞ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ƐĐŚĞŵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ�ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ͘�ϳϭй�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�
ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚ�ŚĂĚ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĐŽͲ^ĐŚŽŽů�
ƐĐŚĞŵĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ϰϰй�ƐƟůů�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�
;�ƌŽŶǌĞͿ�ůĞǀĞů͘�ϲϲй�ŚĂĚ�ĂŶ��ĐŽͲ�ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ŚĂůĨ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ZĞǀŝĞǁ͘�ϱй�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�
an Environmental Review was. Over half had 
ĂŶ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ĐƟŽŶ�WůĂŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽůͬ
ƐĞƫŶŐ�ĂŶĚ͕�ĂŐĂŝŶ͕�ϱй�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ǁĂƐ͘�KǀĞƌ�ϱϮй�ŚĂĚ�ũŽŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�͚>ŽǀĞ�tŚĞƌĞ�
zŽƵ�>ŝǀĞ͛�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ͕�ǇĞƚ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�
this was.

Turning to learning techniques, we asked 
those surveyed the age at which they 
ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘��
�ŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐůǇ�ϳϵй�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
�ĂƌůǇ�zĞĂƌƐ�ƐƚĂŐĞ͘�tŽƌƌǇŝŶŐůǇ�Ă�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ϭϬй�
ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ƵŶƟů�<^ϯ͘

ϵϭй�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŽ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁĂƐ�
to include references within relevant lesson 
ƉůĂŶƐ͘�KŶůǇ�ϰϱй�ƌĂŶ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�
ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ�ďƵƚ�ϲϵй�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕�
ĨƌŽŵ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƟŵĞ͘

>ĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŬĞǇ͕ �ĨŽƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ϵϭй�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ƌĞĐǇĐůŝŶŐ�ďŝŶƐ�
throughout the site, as well as dedicated 
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞƐ͘��DĂŶǇ�
ƌĂŶ�͚ǁĂůŬ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͛�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�
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ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ƐĞƚ�ĂƐŝĚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŵŝŶŝͲ
beasts, the weather and water awareness. 
One school listed their schools farm, as 
Ă�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉƌŽƵĚůǇ�
announcing that they had reduced their 
ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ďŝůůƐ�ďǇ�ϳϱй�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ĮǀĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘

�ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŵƵĐŚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�
ĚŽŶĞ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�
learning, it was when the survey focused 
ŽŶ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ĂƉƉĂƌĞŶƚ͘�KǀĞƌ�ϰϮй�ŽĨ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ĞǆƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�Žƌ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͘�

KǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƚĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇĞĚ�ĨĞůƚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉŝĐ�
ŚĂƐ�ƐƚĂǇĞĚ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚ�;ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϯϮ�
ĂŶĚ�ϰϱй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞͿ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�Ϯϵй�ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂŶǇ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĮĞůĚ͘�

tŚĞŶ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�͚ƐĞĐƌĞƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͕͛ �
those surveyed listed the following elements: 
ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ͕�ŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ďǇ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ƉůĂŶ͕�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŽŶ�
ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͕�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƟŵĞ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ǀŽŝĐĞ͕�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�ďǇ�ƐƚĂī͕�
ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƌĞĂ͕�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�
ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚ�Ăƚ�ĮƌƐƚ�ŚĂŶĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞĂůͲ
ůŝĨĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ͘

When asked about the biggest barriers to 
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�
�ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͕�ƵŶƐƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐůǇ͕ �͚>ĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ͛�
ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞĚ�ŚŝŐŚůǇ�;ϮϲйͿ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ďŝŐŐĞƐƚ�
ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�͚ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽǀĞƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͛�;ϰϱйͿ�ĂŶĚ�
͚ůĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂī�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐͬƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͛�;ϯϵйͿ͘�
^ƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐůǇ͕ �͚ƉŽŽƌ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͛�ĐĂŵĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ůŽǁ�
ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƐƚ�;ŽŶůǇ�ϭϭйͿ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�͚ůĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ŚŽŵĞ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͛�ďĞŝŶŐ�ůŝƐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ϭϲй͘

/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐůǇ͕ �ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ǁŚĞŶ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�͚ƐŽůǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͕͛ �ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐͬƐĞƫŶŐƐ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�͚ŵŽƌĞ�
ŵŽŶĞǇ͛�;ϱϯйͿ�ǁŝƚŚ�͚ƐƚĂī�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͛�ĐůŽƐĞ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�
;ϰϮйͿ͘�͚^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�
ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ͛�ĐĂŵĞ�ůŽǁ�ĚŽǁŶ�Ăƚ�ŽŶůǇ�
ϭϭй�ĂŶĚ�͚ƉĂƌĞŶƚĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͛�ǁĂƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ϯй͘

 

dŚĞ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ƚǁŽ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͕�
ǁŚĞŶ�ǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝĚĞƌ�
ƐƵƌǀĞǇ͕�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚǁŽ�ŬĞǇ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�
ĨŽƌ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͗

1. First, we need to work with schools 
ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚƌĂŝŶ�ŽŶ�ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉŝĐ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ƉƌŽͲĂĐƟǀĞůǇ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�
ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ƚŽƉŝĐƐ͘�

Ϯ͘� ^ĞĐŽŶĚ͕�ǁĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŽǁ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŚŽǁ�
they can work with what they have to 
ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŝŶǀŽůǀŝŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�Ăƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ƐƚĂŐĞ͘���ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞŶ�
ďĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘

tŚŝůƐƚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ĐůĞĂƌůǇ�Ă�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕�
the survey seems to suggest that it is a lack 
of understanding as to how to integrate 
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
ĚĂǇ͕ �ǁŚŝůƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐ�͚ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�
ƟŵĞ͛�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŝŶ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƋƵĂŶƟƟĞƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
the greatest barrier to change. 
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/Ĩ�ƐƚĂī�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐŚŽǁŶ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�
ƟŵĞ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�
will lead them to make more informed 
ĐŚŽŝĐĞƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ͘�/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ĮƌƐƚ͕�
ƐƚĂī�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇƐ�
in which they should be encouraging their 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�͚ŐĞƚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞ�ŝƚ͛͘

dŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŽŝŶƚ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŚĂƐ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�
͚ŐĞƫŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͛�ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂǇ͘��dŚŝƐ�ĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ�ĐůĂƌŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ�ŽĨ�
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͕�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ŵĂŬĞ�
ŽƵƌ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂůůǇ�͚ŝŶĚŽŽƌ͛�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚŝƐ͘��

3.  What is 
Environmental 
Citizenship and how 
can we teach about it?
dŚĞ�hE�^�KͲhE�W�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ�
ŚĂƐ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůĂ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͘

It takes the view that: 

� ͚�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�;��Ϳ�ŝƐ�Ă�ůŝĨĞůŽŶŐ��
� ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞ�ŽĨ�ŝŵƉĂƌƟŶŐ�� �
� ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵĂů�ĂŶĚ��  
� ŶŽŶͲĨŽƌŵĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐĞĐƚŽƌƐ 
� ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ͕�ĞĐŽůŽŐŝĐĂů 
� ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ͕�ĂƫƚƵĚĞƐ͕�ǀĂůƵĞƐ͕� 
� ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞƚŚŝĐĂů 
� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĂƟŽŶĂů�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ 
� ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐŽƵŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ 
� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͛͘ �56

dŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�
ŽĨ�Ă�ŚŽůŝƐƟĐ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ͕�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�
ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ƉĞƌŵĞĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�
ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĂǇͲƚŽͲĚĂǇ�ůŝĨĞ͘��/ŶƚĞƌĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĂƌǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵͲƐŽůǀŝŶŐ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�
ĂƐ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ŝŶ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘��dŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞ�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ƐŝŶĐĞ�Ăƚ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ůĞǀĞů�ƚŚĞǇ�ŝŶƐƟŶĐƟǀĞůǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ŚŽůŝƐƟĐ�ǀŝĞǁ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͖�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶŽƚ�ǇĞƚ�ďĞĞŶ�
ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
ŝŶƚŽ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�
ŝŶ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘��

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ǁĂǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�
ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵͲƐŽůǀŝŶŐ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐ�
ŝŶ���͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�Ăƚ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ůĞǀĞů͕�
is fundamental if students are to become 
ƐŬŝůůĨƵů�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ĂƐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂƚĞƌ�
ŽŶ�ĂƐ�ĂĚƵůƚ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůǇ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲ
makers. 

This KƵƚĚŽŽƌ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ƐĞĞŬƐ�ƚŽ�
ƐƚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�͚�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�
�ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͛�ĂďŽǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�
�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘�tŚĞŶ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�
outdoor learning, the skills learnt as a result 
ŽĨ����ŚĂǀĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌŽǀĞŶ͕�ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�ƚŽ�ĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ����ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘

dŚĞ�hE��ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚ�
states that: 

 ͚�ůů�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ 
� ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƐĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ 
� ĂīĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ� 
� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ͘ 
� dŚŝƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ� 
� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͛͘

^ƵƌĞůǇ�ƚŚŝƐ͕�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƉƉůŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ƉůĂǇ�ŝŶ�ŝƚƐ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŵ͍

DŽƐƚ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ĂƐ�
ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�W^,��;ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů͕�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶͿ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͘��>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ



ŚĞůƉ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ�
ǁŽƌŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘��
�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
to:

ͻ� recognise their worth as individuals, 
knowing that they are unique

ͻ� ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�
many ways

ͻ� ƐĞĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ Ɛ͛�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�
view

ͻ� recognise right from wrong and to 
ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ

ͻ� understand that they have rights and 
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ

ͻ� ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂƟĐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘

�ĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�Ă�'ůŽďĂů��ŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ĐŚŽŽů�
�ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵϱϳ�contains advice on how to 
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�Ă�ŐůŽďĂů�ƚŚƌƵƐƚ�ƚŽ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�
ĚŽŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŬĞǇ�ƐƚĂŐĞƐ͘��dŚĞ�ĞŝŐŚƚ�
ŬĞǇ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͕�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ũƵƐƟĐĞ͕�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕ �ǀĂůƵĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕�ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚ�
ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͘

dŚĞ�^ƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŵŽĚƵůĞ�ƉŝĐŬƐ�
ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ͗

KďũĞĐƟǀĞ͗�hŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ�ŶŽǁ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�
ĚĂŵĂŐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶĞƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘

ͻ� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌƚŚ Ɛ͛�
ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĮŶŝƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůǇ�ďǇ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ

ͻ� ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ�
between the social, economic and 
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ƐƉŚĞƌĞƐ

ͻ� ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽďĂďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌĂďůĞ�
ĨƵƚƵƌĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƩĞƌ

ͻ� ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ŽŶĞ�ĂƐƉĞĐƚ� 
of quality of life

ͻ� understanding that exclusion 
and inequality hinder sustainable 
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů

ͻ� ƌĞƐƉĞĐƟŶŐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ

ͻ� ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�
sustainable resource use – rethink, 
ƌĞĚƵĐĞ͕�ƌĞƉĂŝƌ͕ �ƌĞͲƵƐĞ͕�ƌĞĐǇĐůĞ�Ͳ�ĂŶĚ�
obtaining materials from sustainably 
managed sourcesϱϴ

�ǀĞƌǇ��ŚŝůĚ�DĂƩĞƌƐϱϵ ;�Ĩ�^�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶͿ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�
that:

� ͚ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽůĚ�� �
� ƵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĮǀĞ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ��
� ŝŶ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ůŝĨĞ͖�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ͖�� 
� ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�ƐĂĨĞ͖�ĞŶũŽǇŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀŝŶŐ͖ 
� ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ͖�ĂŶĚ 
� ĂĐŚŝĞǀŝŶŐ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͛͘

hŶĚĞƌ�͚DĂŬĞ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ͛�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͕�ĮǀĞ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĂŝŵƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚĞĚ͗

ͻ� ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ŝŶ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
the community and environment

ͻ� ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ŝŶ�ůĂǁͲĂďŝĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�
behaviour in and out of school

ͻ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�
choose not to bully or discriminate

ͻ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƐĞůĨͲĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇ�ĚĞĂů�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ůŝĨĞ�
changes and challenges

ͻ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ͘

WƌŽŽĨ͕ �ĂƐ�ŝĨ�ƉƌŽŽĨ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
ŝƐ�͚ŝŶǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶƚ͛�ʹ�ŶŽƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�
͚ĞŶŐĂŐĞ͛�ĂŶĚ�͚ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ͛͘ ��
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dŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�
to start where the children are already, 
ŝŶƐƟŶĐƟǀĞůǇ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌŽůĞƐ�ĂƐ�͚ŐŽŽĚ�
ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͛͘ ��tŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ�ŝƚ͕�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
ƵƐĞ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƉůĂǇ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚĞĂŵǁŽƌŬ͕�
ŵŽƌĂů�ƌĞĂƐŽŶŝŶŐ͕�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚ͕�
ƌŝƐŬͲĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞŐŽƟĂƟŽŶ͘���Ǉ�
ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ŝŶƐƟůů�Ă�͚ĐĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͛�ĂƐ�Ă�ĨƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂů�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌŽůĞ�
ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ͘��/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ͕�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ĨŽƌŵĂů�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�
we will ensure the future for our world.

dŚĞ�>ŝƩůĞĚǇŬĞ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ60 into WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ǀŝĞǁƐ�ŽŶ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�
ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�
within the context of science teaching but 
suggested the greatest barrier to success is 
the fact that: 

� ͚ŵĂŶǇ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ� 
� ŝŶ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ĚŝƐĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ 
� ĂƉƉůŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞ 
� ƚŽ�ŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ 
� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�Ă�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŝƐƐƵĞ 
� ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ� 
� ƚŽ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ĨĂĐĞ�ĂƐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů 
� ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝĨǇ͛͘

In summary, it is clear that successful 
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƌĞůŝĞƐ�
ŽŶ�ďŽƚŚ�Ă�ĨŽƌŵĂůůǇ�͚ƚĂƵŐŚƚ͛�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞĚ�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘

The good news is that children want to learn 
ĂďŽƵƚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͘��dŚĞ��ŽͲ
ŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ�'ƌĞĞŶ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ61, launched 
in 2011, released data that demonstrated that 
there was a willingness to learn – something 
ǁĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�ƐƵƌĞůǇ�ůĞĂƉ�ŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘

The survey of 1,027 youngsters aged seven 
ƚŽ�ϭϰ�ƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ϴϮй�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƌĂƚĞĚ�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĂƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͕�
ƉƵƫŶŐ�ŝƚ�ĂŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ͕�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͕ �/d�ĂŶĚ�Ăƌƚ͕�
and only slightly behind English and maths.

dǁŽͲƚŚŝƌĚƐ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�;ϲϮйͿ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�
learn about green issues, and almost half 
;ϰϳйͿ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĨŽŽĚ�
comes from.

dŚŝƐ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ũƵƐƚ�ϯϳй�ǁŚŽ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�
ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�Ăƌƚ͕�ϯϲй�ĨŽƌ�/d�ĂŶĚ�ϯϱй�ĨŽƌ�
science, the survey found.

�ůŵŽƐƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�;ϵϲйͿ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ǀĞƌǇ�
Žƌ�Ă�ůŝƩůĞ�ďŝƚ�ǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĚĂŵĂŐŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶĞƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�;ϵϯйͿ�ƐĂŝĚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞĐǇĐůĞĚ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�ϴϱй�ƚƵƌŶ�Žī�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƉ�
ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ďƌƵƐŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĞĞƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƌĞĞͲ
ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ�;ϳϳйͿ�ƚƵƌŶ�Žī�ůŝŐŚƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉůŝĂŶĐĞƐ͘

�ůŵŽƐƚ�ƚǁŽͲƚŚŝƌĚƐ�;ϲϰйͿ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶ�
ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͛�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ�
ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƉŽůů�ŽĨ�ϭ͕ϬϬϮ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
aged seven to 14 suggests the children are 
right.

/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ �ǁŚĞŶ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ�ůĞŐĂĐǇ͕ �Ɛŝǆ�
ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ϭϬ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĐŽƵůĚ�
ƉĞƌƐƵĂĚĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŐƌĞĞŶĞƌ͘ 62

4.  So, what now?  
Suggestions for 
making a difference?
tŚĞŶ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽŶ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�
understanding and that demonstrates a 
willingness to learn about environmental 
issues and nature, it seems logical to look for 
ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�
within learning.



tŝƚŚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ�ŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�
curriculum requirements (and Government 
learning standards) the reality is that there 
is always going to be a need for a mixture of 
ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ĂŶĚ�͚ŝŶĚŽŽƌ͛�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͕ �ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ĨƌĞĞͲ
ŇŽǁ�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘��

dŚĞ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚǁŽ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͘��&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŵĂƚŚƐ�
ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ĂƐ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ�ƐŚĂƉĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂƐ�ƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ�ƐŚĂƉĞƐ�
ŽŶ�Ă�ǁŚŝƚĞďŽĂƌĚ͘��^ŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ͕ �ĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ�ƌŝŶŐƐ�ŽŶ�
ƚƌĞĞͲƐƚƵŵƉƐ͕�ŵĞĂƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶŐůĞƐ�ŽŶ�ůĞĂĨ�ǀĞŝŶƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ�ƐŚĂƉĞƐ�ŽŶ�ŵŝŶŝͲďĞĂƐƚƐ͘��Kƌ͕ �
ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞƐ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�ĨĞĞů�
ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ͕�
ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ�ĞĂƟŶŐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌͲĐǇĐůĞ͕�ŐĞƐƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�
interact with other areas of the natural world 
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ŵŝŶŝͲďĞĂƐƚƐ͕�ĐŽŵƉŽƐƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ďŝƌĚƐ͘

/Ŷ�Ă�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ǁĂǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�
ŝƐ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͘��/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ�
ƌĞĐǇĐůŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ďĞƐƚ�
ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�͚tĂůŬ�ƚŽ�^ĐŚŽŽů�tĞĞŬ͛�
ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ďƵƚ�ƐŽ�ƚŽŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŶŬ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͘��tŚĞŶ�
ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͕�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
use of environmentally sustainable resources 
ŝƐ�ŬĞǇ͘��^ŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ͕ �ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞ�
ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ�Žƌ�ŝŶ�Ă�͚ƉĂƌƚ�
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͛�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�;ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�
ĞĐŽͲĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵͿ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘

�Ɛ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ƐŚŽǁƐ͕�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ĐĂƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŽǀĞƌƚůǇ�
hammering home the environmental message 
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ŐĞƚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ͘���ŝƌĞĐƚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�
ǁŝůů�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ďǇͲƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�ĚĂǇͲƚŽͲ
ĚĂǇ�ůŝĨĞ͘��/ƚ�ǁŝůů�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�͚ĐĂƌĞ͛�ŝŶ�Ă�
ǁĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞĐŽŵĞƐ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚͲŶĂƚƵƌĞ͘��dŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƐŬŝůůƐ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ͘

Our suggestions for making a difference 
in this area are as follows:

ϭ͘� >ĞĂĚ�ďǇ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͗�dŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�
ƚŚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƌůǇ�zĞĂƌƐ�
ƐĞƫŶŐƐ�ůĞĂĚ�ďǇ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͘��dŚĂƚ�
ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐŝŶŐ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ƉƌĞĂĐŚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƫŶŐ�ƵƉ�ƌĞĐǇĐůŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐ͕�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�tĂůŬ�ƚŽ�^ĐŚŽŽů�ǁĞĞŬ�ĂŶĚ�
encouraging healthy, sustainable 
ĞĂƟŶŐ�Ăƚ�ůƵŶĐŚƟŵĞ͘���Ɛ�ŚĂƐ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�
been established, children learn by 
ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ƐĞƚ�ďǇ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͘��dŽ�ďĞƐƚ�
engender a sense of environmental 
ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ǇŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͘�

2. Take the curriculum outdoors: 
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ŝƐ�ďĞƐƚ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�;ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�
than instead of) curriculum learning. 
Consider ways to use the natural 
environment to teach curriculum 
ƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ�ʹ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ĐŽŵĞ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůƉ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�
ƚŚĞŽƌǇ͘��Ǉ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů͕�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�
get the best of both worlds (natural 
ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐͿ�
ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�͚ĮŶĚ�ĞǆƚƌĂ�ƟŵĞ͛�
ĨŽƌ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘

ϯ͘� hƐĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞƚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͗��ŽŶ͛ƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚĞůů�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌͲĐǇĐůĞ͕�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�
ƉůĂŶ�Ă�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚƐ�
ƚŽ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ůĞǀĞůƐ͘��^ĞĞ�ŚŽǁ�
ŵŝŶŝͲďĞĂƐƚƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�
and get children involved in making 
ĐŽŵƉŽƐƚ͘��/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĞĐŽͲ
classroom, get the children involved in 
ƚŚĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘��

ϰ͘� �ŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�͚ƉĂƐƐ�ŝƚ�ŽŶ͛͗��Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŽͲŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ͕�
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ĨĞĞů�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƚŽ�
learn on the subject too.  Consider 
ƉƵƫŶŐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�Ă�ĨĂĐƚͲƐŚĞĞƚ�ĨŽƌ�
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�
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ĐŽǀĞƌŝŶŐ͕�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĐĂƌƌǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
learning at home.  

ϱ͘� ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�Ă�ƐĐŚĞŵĞ�ůŝŬĞ��ĐŽͲ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ͗�
�ĐŽͲ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂǁĂƌĚ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŐƵŝĚĞƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ͕ �ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�
Ă�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ĞŵďĞĚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ůŝĨĞ͘��
There is a framework to work through, 
ƌĞǁĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�
teaching and learning resources to 
ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ͘

6. Reward good environmental 
ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͗�^ĂǇŝŶŐ�ǁĞůů�ĚŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉůĂǇ�ĂŶ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ƌŽůĞ�
ŚĞůƉƐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽĨ�
ŐŽŽĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͘��
�ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ĨŽĐƵƐ�
ŽŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ĚĂǇͲƚŽͲ
day learning.  Make environmental 
ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�ĨƵŶ͊

ϳ͘� �ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ǇŽƵ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉ͗�
dĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�͚ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�Žƌ͛�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�
ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐŽůǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ�ǁĞ�ĨĂĐĞ͘��
tŚŝůƐƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƌůǇ�
zĞĂƌƐ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĚŽ�ƚŽ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�

children with nature outdoors, there 
is also much they can think about 
ŝŶ�ƚĞƌŵƐ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉ�
between the indoor classroom and 
ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂǇŐƌŽƵŶĚ͘��dŚŝŶŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�
you teach – does it need to be indoors 
Žƌ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƵƐĞ�ĂŶ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͍��
Can you structure lessons to involve 
ďŽƚŚ�ŝŶĚŽŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͍���ĂŶ�ǇŽƵ�
ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƉůĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ƚŽ�
ĐĂƌƌǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͍��

8. Consider your classrooms and 
buildings: When considering a building 
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͕�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ŝƐ͕�ĂŐĂŝŶ͕�
ŬĞǇ͘��ZĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŝŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇ�ƉůƵŵƉŝŶŐ�
ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƉŽƌƚĂŬĂďŝŶ͕�ǁŚǇ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�
ĂŶ�ĞĐŽͲĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ͕�
ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͍��dŚŝŶŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ƚŽ�ĂůůŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƚŽ�
ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŝŶĚŽŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͘��/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�
library, why not build it from wood 
ǁŝƚŚ�ďŝͲĨŽůĚ�ĚŽŽƌƐ�ƐŽ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĐĂŶ�
ĞŶũŽǇ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͍��Kƌ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�Ă�
science building that enables children 
ƚŽ�ƌƵŶ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚƐ�ďŽƚŚ�ŝŶƐŝĚĞ�ĂŶĚ�
outside.
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The Learning Escape has drawn together 
resources, lesson plans, activities and helpful 
links on 
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƚŚĞůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĞƐĐĂƉĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬƚŚĞͲŽƵƚĚŽŽƌͲĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ.  

dŚĞƐĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�ŶŽƚĞƐ�ŽŶ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĞĐŽͲĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�
ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĞĐŽͲĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͘

DƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϭϮ�EĂƚƵƌĂů��ŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�
ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�dƌƵƐƚ͘����ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĚŽǁŶůŽĂĚĞĚ�ďǇ�clicking here. 
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13�ĂǀŝĞƐ͕�:ƵƐƟŶ�,͕͘�ZĞĞĚ͕�:ŽƐĞƉŚ�D͕͘��ůĂŬĞ͕��ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ͕�WƌŝĞƐĞŵĂŶŶ͕�DĂǆ͕�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶ͕��ůĂŶ��͘�ĂŶĚ��ůĂƌŬĞ͕�EŝĐŚŽůĂƐ�D͘W͘ �;ϮϬϭϭͿ�
�ƉŝĚĞŵŝŽůŽŐǇ�ŽĨ�ǀŝƚĂŵŝŶ���ĚĞĮĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ŝŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƉĞĚŝĂƚƌŝĐ�ŽƌƚŚŽƉĂĞĚŝĐ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h<͘�:ŽƵƌŶĂů�ŽĨ�WĞĚŝĂƚƌŝĐ�
KƌƚŚŽƉĂĞĚŝĐƐ͕�ϯϭ͕�;ϳͿ͕�ϳϵϴͲϴϬϮ�ʹ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�����EĞǁƐ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ϰ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϭ� 
ǁǁǁ͘ďďĐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬŶĞǁƐͬŚĞĂůƚŚͲϭϮϯϱϳϯϴϮ

14^ĞĞ�����EĞǁƐ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�Ϯϱ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϭ�ǁǁǁ͘ďďĐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬŶĞǁƐͬŚĞĂůƚŚͲϭϱϰϮϳϵϱϰ

ϭϱ'ůĂƐŐŽǁ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ƐƚƵĚǇ͕ �ϮϬϬϵ͖�ƐĞĞ�����EĞǁƐ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ϯ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϬϵ�� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŶĞǁƐ͘ďďĐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬϭͬŚŝͬϳϵϭϴϱϳϲ͘Ɛƚŵ

16�ĐƚĂ�WĂĞĚŝĂƚƌŝĐĂ�;ϮϬϭϭͿ͕�ƐĞĞ�'ƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ�Ϯϭ�DĂǇ�ϮϬϭϭ� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬƐŽĐŝĞƚǇͬϮϬϭϭͬŵĂǇͬϮϭͬĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶͲǁĞĂŬĞƌͲĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌƐͲƌĞƉůĂĐĞͲĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ

17�ƐƐĞǆ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ƐƚƵĚǇ͖�ƐĞĞ�'ƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ�ϮϮ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϬϵ�� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬƐŽĐŝĞƚǇͬϮϬϬϵͬĚĞĐͬϮϮͬĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƐͲĮƚŶĞƐƐͲĚĞĐůŝŶŝŶŐͲĂĐƌŽƐƐǁŽƌůĚ

18KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�^ƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ͗�DĞŶƚĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŝŶ�'ƌĞĂƚ��ƌŝƚĂŝŶ͕�ϮϬϬϰ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŝĐ͘ŶŚƐ͘ƵŬͬǁĞďĮůĞƐͬƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐͬŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚϬϰͬDĞŶƚĂů,ĞĂůƚŚ�ŚŝůĚƌĞŶzŽƵŶŐWĞŽƉůĞ^ƵŵŵĂƌǇϯϭϬϴϬϱͺW�&͘ ƉĚĨ�^ĞĞ�ĂůƐŽ͗�
DĞŶƚĂů�,ĞĂůƚŚ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ǁǁǁ͘ŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬŚĞůƉͲŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶͬŵĞŶƚĂůͲŚĞĂůƚŚƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐͬĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶͲǇŽƵŶŐͲƉĞŽƉůĞͬ

19dŚĞ�>ĂŶĐĞƚ͕�sŽů͘�ϯϳϵ͕�/ƐƐƵĞ�ϵϴϭϮ͕�ƉƉ͘ϮϯϲʹϮϰϯ�;ϮϬϭϮͿ�dŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƐĞůĬĂƌŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĂĚƵůƚŚŽŽĚ͗�Ă�
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĐŽŚŽƌƚ�ƐƚƵĚǇ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ƚŚĞůĂŶĐĞƚ͘ĐŽŵͬũŽƵƌŶĂůƐͬůĂŶĐĞƚͬĂƌƟĐůĞͬW//^ϬϭϰϬͲϲϳϯϲ;ϭϭͿϲϭϭϰϭͲϬͬĂďƐƚƌĂĐƚ

20�ŚŝĞĨ�DĞĚŝĐĂů�KĸĐĞƌ�;ϮϬϬϰͿ��ƚ�>ĞĂƐƚ�ϱ�Ă�ǁĞĞŬ͗��ǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘���ZĞƉŽƌƚ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝĞĨ�DĞĚŝĐĂů�KĸĐĞƌ�,D^K��Ɖƌŝů�ϮϬϬϰ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ĚŚ͘ŐŽǀ͘ ƵŬͬĞŶͬWƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐͬWƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐͬWƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐWŽůŝĐǇ�ŶĚ'ƵŝĚĂŶĐĞͬ�,ͺϰϬϴϬϵϵϰ  
YƵŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ��ŝƌĚ͕�t͘�;ϮϬϬϳͿ�EĂƚƵƌĂů�dŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ͘�Z^W�͘

21�ǇƌŽŶ͕�dĂŶǇĂ͕�ƋƵŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�,ŝůůƐĚŽŶ͕�D͘�;ϮϬϬϵͿ�'ĞƫŶŐ�<ŝĚƐ��ĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�EĂƚƵƌĞ͕�dŽƵƌŝƐŵ�/ŶƐŝŐŚƚƐ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŝŶƐŝŐŚƚƐ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬĂƌƟĐůĞŝƚĞŵ͘ĂƐƉǆ͍ƟƚůĞс'ĞƫŶŐйϮϬ<ŝĚƐйϮϬ�ĂĐŬйϮϬƚŽйϮϬEĂƚƵƌĞ

22'ŝůů͕�d͘ �;ϮϬϬϵͿ�͚EŽǁ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƌĞĞͲƌĂŶŐĞ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ͕͛ �ŝŶ�'ƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͕�Ϯ��Ɖƌŝů�ϮϬϬϵ͘�� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬĐŽŵŵĞŶƟƐĨƌĞĞͬϮϬϬϵͬĂƉƌͬϬϮͬĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶͲƐĂĨĞƚǇ

23Ofsted (2008) Learning outside the classroom.   
ǁǁǁ͘ŽĨƐƚĞĚ͘ŐŽǀ͘ ƵŬͬƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐͬůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐͲŽƵƚƐŝĚĞͲĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ

24^ŝŐŵĂŶ͕��͘�;ϮϬϬϳͿ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�>ŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ͗�'ŝǀŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĐƌĞƚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞͲŽŶůŝŶĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐͬŶĞǁƐͬ�ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂůйϮϬ>ŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ͘ƉĚĨ

Ϯϱ�ŝůůŽŶ͕�:͘�Ğƚ�Ăů�;ϮϬϬϱͿ��ŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�KƵƚĚŽŽƌƐ͘��EĂƟŽŶĂů�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

26DĂƚƐƵŽŬĂ͕�Z͘�,͘�;ϮϬϬϴͿ͘�,ŝŐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ͘�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ͕��ŶŶ��ƌďŽƌ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ŝƐ�
ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�Ăƚ͗�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬŚĚů͘ŚĂŶĚůĞ͘ŶĞƚͬϮϬϮϳ͘ϰϮͬϲϭϲϰϭ�;sŽůƵŵĞ�ϰͿ

27DŽŽƌĞ͕�ZŽďŝŶ͕�ƋƵŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�>ŽƵǀ͕ �Z͘�;ϮϬϬϱͿ�>ĂƐƚ��ŚŝůĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�tŽŽĚƐ͕�Ɖ͘ϲϱ͘

28 hE/��&ͬ/ƉƐŽƐ�DKZ/�^ŽĐŝĂů�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�;ϮϬϭϭͿ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�tĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�h<͕�^ǁĞĚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�^ƉĂŝŶ͗�dŚĞ�ZŽůĞ�ŽĨ�/ŶĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�
Materialism.  ǁǁǁ͘ƵŶŝĐĞĨ͘ ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬ�ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐͬWƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐͬhE/��&/ƉƐŽƐDŽƌŝͺĐŚŝůĚǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐͺƌĞƉŽƌƚƐƵŵŵĂƌǇ͘ƉĚĨ

29WĂůŵĞƌ͕ �^͘�;ϮϬϬϲͿ͘�dŽǆŝĐ��ŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ͗�,Žǁ�ƚŚĞ�DŽĚĞƌŶ�tŽƌůĚ�ŝƐ��ĂŵĂŐŝŶŐ�KƵƌ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�tŚĂƚ�tĞ��ĂŶ��Ž��ďŽƵƚ�ŝƚ͘�KƌŝŽŶ��ŽŽŬƐ͕�
London.

30^ƵĞ�WĂůŵĞƌ͕ �ƋƵŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ��ĂŝůǇ�dĞůĞŐƌĂƉŚ�ϭϰ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϭ͘�� 
ǁǁǁ͘ƚĞůĞŐƌĂƉŚ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬŶĞǁƐͬƉŽůŝƟĐƐͬϴϳϲϬϱϱϴͬ�ǇĐůĞͲŽĨͲĐŽŵƉƵůƐŝǀĞͲĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌŝƐŵůĞĂǀĞƐͲ�ƌŝƟƐŚͲĨĂŵŝůǇͲůŝĨĞͲŝŶͲĐƌŝƐŝƐͲhŶŝĐĞĨͲƐƚƵĚǇͲ
ĮŶĚƐ͘Śƚŵů

31<ƵŽ�&��ĂŶĚ�^ƵůůŝǀĂŶ�t��;ϮϬϬϭͿ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ��ƌŝŵĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶŶĞƌ��ŝƚǇ͘��ŽĞƐ�ǀĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ĐƌŝŵĞ͍

32h<�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĐŽƐǇƐƚĞŵ��ƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ͘�ƵŬŶĞĂ͘ƵŶĞƉͲǁĐŵĐ͘ŽƌŐͬ

33ǁǁǁ͘ƌƐƉď͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬ/ŵĂŐĞƐͬŶĂƚƵƌĂůƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐͺƚĐŵϵͲϭϲϭϴϱϲ͘ƉĚĨ͕ �Ɖ͘ϱϱ
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34^ĞĞ�DŽƐƐ͕�^͘�;ϮϬϬϵͿ�͚�ŝƌĚŝŶŐ�WĂƐƚ͕�WƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�&ƵƚƵƌĞ�ʹ�Ă�'ůŽďĂů�sŝĞǁ͕͛ �ŝŶ�ĚĞů�,ŽǇŽ͕�:͕͘��ůůŝŽƩ͕��͘�Θ��ŚƌŝƐƟĞ͕��͘�;ĞĚƐͿ�
;ϮϬϬϵͿ͕,ĂŶĚďŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌůĚ͘�sŽů͘�ϭϰ͕�>ǇŶǆ��ĚŝĐŝŽŶƐ͕��ĂƌĐĞůŽŶĂ͘

ϯϱWŽƌƚĞƌ͕ �Z͘�;ϮϬϭϮͿ�,ĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚĞƐƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ďŝƌĚ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͍�/Ŷ��ƌŝƟƐŚ��ŝƌĚƐ͕�sŽů͘�ϭϬϱ͕�ƉƉ͘�ϭϱϮʹϯ͘

36<ĞǇ͕ �Z͘�;ϮϬϬϱͿ���EĞǁ�'ĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�EĂƚƵƌĂůŝƐƚƐ�;ƉĂƉĞƌ�ƚŽ�EĂƚƵƌĂů��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�WĞŽƉůĞ͕�WůĂĐĞƐ�Θ�EĂƚƵƌĞ��ŽĂƌĚͿ͘

37�ĞďďŝŶŐƚŽŶ͕��ŶŶĞ͘�;ϮϬϬϱͿ�͚dŚĞ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ��ͲůĞǀĞů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŶĂŵĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ͕͛ ��:ŽƵƌŶĂů�ŽĨ��ŝŽůŽŐŝĐĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ϯϵ͗Ϯ͕�ϲϯͲϲϳ�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬ
Ěǆ͘ĚŽŝ͘ŽƌŐͬϭϬ͘ϭϬϴϬͬϬϬϮϭϵϮϲϲ͘ϮϬϬϱ͘ϵϲϱϱϵϲϯ

38>ŽƵǀ͕ �Z͘�;ϮϬϬϱͿ�>ĂƐƚ��ŚŝůĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�tŽŽĚƐ͕�Ɖ͘ϭϱϴ͘

39,ŝůůŵĂŶ͕�D͕͘��ĚĂŵƐ͕�:͕͘�ĂŶĚ�tŚŝƚĞůĞŐŐ͕�:͘�KŶĞ�&ĂůƐĞ�DŽǀĞ͗���^ƚƵĚǇ�ŽĨ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�/ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�DŽďŝůŝƚǇ͘�>ŽŶĚŽŶ͗�WŽůŝĐǇ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ�
/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ͕�ϭϵϵϬ͘

40 DEFRA (2011) The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature.   
ǁǁǁ͘ĚĞĨƌĂ͘ŐŽǀ͘ ƵŬͬĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚͬŶĂƚƵƌĂůͬǁŚŝƚĞƉĂƉĞƌͬ

41>ŽƵǀ͕ �Z͘�;ϮϬϬϱͿ�>ĂƐƚ��ŚŝůĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�tŽŽĚƐ͕�Ɖ͘ϭϭϱ͘

42����EĞǁƐ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�Ϯϰ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϭϬ͘�ǁǁǁ͘ďďĐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬŶĞǁƐͬϭϬϰϬϴϰϭϳ

43�ĂŝůǇ�DĂŝů͕�ϭϱ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϬϳ͗�,Žǁ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ůŽƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƌŽĂŵ�ŝŶ�ĨŽƵƌ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ĚĂŝůǇŵĂŝů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬŶĞǁƐͬĂƌƟĐůĞͲϰϲϮϬϵϭͬ,ŽǁͲĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶͲůŽƐƚͲƌŝŐŚƚͲƌŽĂŵŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘Śƚŵů

44,ŝůůŵĂŶ͕�D͕͘��ĚĂŵƐ͕�:͕�tŚŝƚĞůĞŐŐ͕�:͘�;ϭϵϵϬͿ�KŶĞ�&ĂůƐĞ�DŽǀĞ͘�WŽůŝĐǇ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ƉƐŝ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐͬƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘ĂƐƉ͍ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶͺŝĚсϳϵϬ

ϰϱWůĂǇ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�;ϮϬϬϴͿ͕�ƋƵŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�KďƐĞƌǀĞƌ�ϯ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϬϬϴ͘�� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶͬϮϬϬϴͬĂƵŐͬϬϯͬƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ

46��ůů�ĮŐƵƌĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ��ŚŝůĚ��ůĞƌƚ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ǁǁǁ͘ĐŚŝůĚĂůĞƌƚ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘ƉŚƉ͍ƚĂďс^ĂĨĞƚǇ

47 �ŽƩŽŶ�tŽŽů�<ŝĚƐ͕��ŚĂŶŶĞů�&ŽƵƌ͕ �ϮϬϬϴ͘�ǁǁǁ͘ĐŚĂŶŶĞůϰ͘ĐŽŵͬƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐͬĐŽƩŽŶͲǁŽŽůͲŬŝĚƐ

48KĨĐŽŵ�;ϮϬϬϵͿ�h<�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ŵĞĚŝĂ�ůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ͗�ϮϬϬϵ�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŵ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͘�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ͘ŽĨĐŽŵ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬďŝŶĂƌŝĞƐͬƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚͬŵĞĚŝĂͲůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇͬ
ĨƵůůͺƌĞƉŽƌƚ͘ƉĚĨ

49�ĚĂŵƐ͕�:͘�;ϮϬϬϯͿ͕�͚ZŝƐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĂůŝƚǇ͗�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ĨƌĂŵŝŶŐ�ĚĞǀŝĐĞƐ͕͛ �ŝŶ��ƌŝĐƐŽŶ͕�Z͘s͘ �ĂŶĚ��ŽǇůĞ͕��͘�;ĞĚƐ͘Ϳ�ZŝƐŬ�ĂŶĚ�DŽƌĂůŝƚǇ͘�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
dŽƌŽŶƚŽ�WƌĞƐƐ͘

ϱϬ^ĞĞ͕�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕��ĂŝůǇ�dĞůĞŐƌĂƉŚ�ϳ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϬϭϬ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ƚĞůĞŐƌĂƉŚ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶͬĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŶĞǁƐͬϳϵϯϬϲϭϭͬdĞĂĐŚĞƌƐͲǁŚŽͲĂƌĞͲĂĨƌĂŝĚͲŽĨͲŝŶƐĞĐƚƐͲƐƚŽƉĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶͲůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐͲĂďŽƵƚͲŶĂƚƵƌĂůͲ
world.html

ϱϭ�WůĂǇ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�;ϮϬϬϴͿ͕�ƋƵŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�KďƐĞƌǀĞƌ�ϯ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϬϬϴ͘�� 
ǁǁǁ͘ŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶͬϮϬϬϴͬĂƵŐͬϬϯͬƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ

ϱϮTim Gill, quoted in the Observer 1 February 2009.   
ǁǁǁ͘ŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬƐŽĐŝĞƚǇͬϮϬϬϵͬĨĞďͬϬϭͬĐŚŝůĚͲǁĞůĨĂƌĞͲŝŶƋƵŝƌǇ

ϱϯ>ŽƵǀ͕ �Z͘�;ϮϬϬϱͿ�>ĂƐƚ��ŚŝůĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�tŽŽĚƐ͕�Ɖ͘Ϯϳ͘

ϱϰZĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂŝůǇ�DĂŝů�Ϯϯ�:ƵůǇ�ϮϬϬϲ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ĚĂŝůǇŵĂŝů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬŶĞǁƐͬĂƌƟĐůĞͲϯϵϳϮϰϬͬ�ŚŝůĚƌĞŶͲĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚͲ�E�ͲƚĞƐƚĞĚͲŝŶƚĞƌƌŽŐĂƚĞĚͲůŽĐŬĞĚͲͲƉůĂǇŝŶŐͲƚƌĞĞ͘Śƚŵů

ϱϱ�ĂŬĞƌ͕ �E͘�;ϮϬϬϵͿ�>ĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŶĚͲĚŝƉƉĞƌƐ͕�ŝŶ�EĂƚƵƌĂů�tŽƌůĚ�ŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϬϵ͘� 
ǁǁǁ͘ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞƚƌƵƐƚƐ͘ŽƌŐͬŶŽĚĞͬϯϵϱϲ

ϱϲhE�^�KͲhE�W�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů���ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�Ϯϭ��Es/ZKED�Ed�>�
��h��d/KE���d/s/d/�^�&KZ�WZ/D�Zz��^�,KK>^

ϱϳ�ĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽďĂů�ĚŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ��Ĩ�^�ϭϰϬϵͲϮϬϬϱ�K�Ͳ�E 
ϱϴ�ĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽďĂů�ĚŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ��Ĩ�^�ϭϰϬϵͲϮϬϬϱ�K�Ͳ�E

20



ϱϵ�ǀĞƌǇ��ŚŝůĚ�DĂƩĞƌƐ�ʹ�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƟŽŶĞƌǇ�KĸĐĞ�Ͳ��ŵ�ϱϴϲϬ

60WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ǀŝĞǁƐ�ŽŶ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͗�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŽŐŶŝƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĂů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�Ͳ�
DŝĐŚĂĞů�>ŝƩůĞĚǇŬĞ�Ͳ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�'ůŽƵĐĞƐƚĞƌƐŚŝƌĞ�Ͳ�ϮϬϬϮ

61ǁǁǁ͘ĐŽͲŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ͘ĐŽŽƉͬŐƌĞĞŶͲƐĐŚŽŽůƐͲƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶͬ

62ǁǁǁ͘ŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚͬϮϬϭϭͬƐĞƉͬϮϬͬĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶͲůĞĂƌŶͲĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚͲĐŽͲŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ
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The Learning Escape 
Unit A, Dutton Road 

Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry  CV2 2LE

Tel: 0800 917 7726 
www.thelearningescape.co.uk


